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San Dieguito Union High School District
Superintendent Rick Schmitt has accepted
a superintendent position in San Ramon
Valley Unified School District in Northern
California, according to an April 26 press
release.

Schmitt served the San Dieguito Union
High School District for 13 years, as
Principal of Torrey Pines High School for

three years, then six years as Associate
Superintendent of Educational Services,
followed by one year as Deputy
Superintendent before becoming
Superintendent in 2013.

The San Ramon Valley Unified
School District (SRVUSD) covers an
18-square-mile area, encompassing the
communities of Alamo, Blackhawk,

Danville, Diablo, and San Ramon (including the
new Dougherty Valley communities in east San
Ramon) as well as a small portion of the cities of
Walnut Creek and Pleasanton. The District is
rapidly expanding and is comprised of 36
schools serving more than 32,000 students in
Transitional Kindergarten through Grade 12.

The District employs approximately 3,500

Superintendent moving on to new job

Rick
Schmitt SEE SUPER, A21

The San Dieguito Union High School District (SDUHSD)
board discussed the possibility of imposing term limits on
the governing board at its April 21 meeting. The item was
on the agenda at the request of trustee John Salazar.

SDUHSD Superintendent Rick Schmitt said if the board
decided to move forward on term limits, it could be placed
on a future agenda and the board could work together to
develop a resolution.

If the board chooses not to pursue term limits, a citizen’s
group could go through the initiative process with the San
Diego County Registrar of Voters to place the item on the
ballot for an upcoming election.

At this time, the board decided not to move forward
with changing its policies.

Salazar, in favor of term limits, said he didn’t think it was
possible to change any of the board’s minds but wanted to
bring the issue up.

“We don’t have a lot of diversity on this board and I
thought if we had term limits, we would be able to have

School district board
discusses term limits
BY KAREN BILLING
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With some in the community still
unsatisfied with the services the San Diego
County Sheriff’s Department provides Del
Mar, the City Council is once again
considering whether to supplement the
services or create a standalone police
department.

The city began exploring its law
enforcement options more than three years
ago when residents raised concerns over the
cost of services, the lack of police presence in
the community, and the slow response to

low-priority calls.
A consultant team hired in 2013 to review

the city’s contract, compare the city’s law
enforcement costs to other cities, and
evaluate other law enforcement alternatives
provided updated costs and options at the
April 18 council meeting.

Since its incorporation in 1959, the city has
contracted with the Sheriff’s Department for
law enforcement services. In 2013, when the
consultants were initially hired, Del Mar paid
more than $1.7 million for services. Today,

Del Mar council considers
law enforcement options
BY KRISTINA HOUCK
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If Solana Beach School District receives the required
funding, two of its oldest schools will receive much -needed
improvements.

The school board on April 21 unanimously gave district
staff the green light to advertise a request for qualifications
from construction firms for the reconstruction of Skyline
School and the modernization of Solana Highlands School.

As part of the long-range facilities master planning process,
the district identified capital improvement projects
districtwide. The district initiated the process in 2011 and the
completed plan was presented to the board in 2013. The two
projects identified to move forward in spring 2017, pending

SB School District seeks
companies for projects
BY KRISTINA HOUCK
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Sage Canyon Elementary School celebrated Earth Day April 22. The students
participated in a variety of educational activities. See page B14 for more.
Photos above and inside courtesy of Patty Tobin.

SAGE CANYON MARKS EARTH DAY

3 kid-friendly reasons to choose a 
pediatric dentist over a general dentist
It’s a complicated world for today’s parents. Critical decisions 

await mom and dad around everycorner as they try to navigate 
through the process of raising happy, healthy kids.
 One such decision – whether to take their child to a pediatric 
or general dentist – should be clear cut according to one local 
specialist. Dr. Kami Hoss still remembers how he felt as a young 
patient sitting nervously in the oversized chair at his parent’s 
dentist. Anxious and scared, he says those early visits defined his 
path to creating a new experience for young patients.
 Now the co-owner of The Super Dentists, Dr. Hoss and his 
wife, Dr. Keri, and their team of experts offer pediatric dentistry, 
orthodontic care, teeth whitening, Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, 
invisible braces and the latest accelerated braces technologies to 
their patients. Located across Oceanside, Chula Vista, East Lake 
and San Diego, they do so inside office environments fit for kids of 
any age. “Kids are actually excited to come to the dentist now,” Dr. 
Hoss said.
 Read on for three reasons why.
Pediatric Dentists Are Specialized
 Pediatric dentists are specifically trained to treat children’s 
developing teeth and potential issues. This can include gum 
problems, cavities, tooth decay and crowding of the teeth.
 “All they do is see kids,” Dr. Hoss said of pediatric dentists. 
“They are not only very good at everything related to the technical 
dental needs of the child, but they are also great at understanding 
child behavior and working with children who have special 
needs.”
 Pediatric practitioners are also focused on preventive dental 
health, which includes educating parents on the importance of 
flossing and twice-daily brushing. They have the latest information 
on preventive treatments and are able to position a child for a 
lifetime of healthy dental habits.
 “There are a lot of things that parents don’t realize they can be 
doing to really make a positive difference in their child’s dental 
and overall health,” Dr. Hoss said.
The Equipment Isn’t As Scary!
 “You think kids are scared of the dentist? Well guess what? - 
Many general dentists are scared of kids too,” smiled Dr. Hoss. 
Pediatric dental offices like The Super Dentists have specialists 
with years of training treating children and also use smaller 
equipment specifically designed for a child’s mouth to create a 
completely different experience.
 “We have flavored gloves and equipment that isn’t as 

intimidating as what you’ll find in a general dentist’s office,” Dr. 
Hoss said. “And we can use lasers a lot of times instead of drills. 
These things make a big difference to kids.”
 Additionally, Dr. Hoss and his staff are experts in easing their 
pediatric patients into an appointment or exam. “We take it one 
step at a time and show them the equipment we will be using,” Dr. 
Hoss said. “This helps keep down their nerves.”
 As for that oversized chair from his childhood?
 “That’s my first memory,” he laughed. “Our practice and many 
other pediatric offices have much
smaller chairs that are perfect for kids.”
A Kid-Friendly Experience
 Specialized dental practices for kids are generally brightly 
colored with special touches to make your child feel like he or she 
is in a comfortable place. The more relaxed your child feels before 
the appointment, the smoother the entire visit is likely to go.
 It is crucial for dentists to establish a friendly relationship with 
children to combat fears and to deliver effective treatment.
 Dr. Hoss and The Super Dentists have mastered the art of 
fostering an inclusive environment.
 “We don’t just pop up a couple of video games and hope the 
kids have a good experience,” Dr. Hoss said. “We always take it 
one step beyond. From our educational movies to our community 
presentations, and all the way down to the language we use, we are 
transforming the dental experience for kids.”
Visit www.thesuperdentists.com to find a location near you.
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